Trinity Episcopal Church
Cranford, in the Diocese of New Jersey

November 22, 2020 at 10 AM

“Christ the King” – Steven Henley

Christ the King
“The Reign of Christ”
Rite II – Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion

The Reverend Andrew D. Kruger, Presider
Anthony J. Rafaniello, Director of Music + Organist
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O’Hagan, Junior Warden
The Sanctuary Candle burns, and the Altar Flowers are given, for the Glory of God
from Elaine & Robert Shimkus in loving memory of his parents, Robert & Bertha Shimkus
The Sanctuary Candle burns, and the Altar Flowers are given, for the Glory of God
from Nancy Miller in loving memory of her husband, Clinton Harris Miller III

Welcome
Prelude

Andrew Kruger
excerpt from “The Italian Concerto” – Johann Sebastian Bach
Anthony J. Rafaniello, piano

I. Gathering of God’s People
Gathering Hymn

Diademata

2

Hymnal 494

Opening Acclamation
Presider
People

Enriching Our Worship 50

 Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God forever and ever. Alleluia, alleluia.

Collect for Purity
Presider

Book of Common Prayer 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria
Presider

BCP 356
Let us proclaim the Gloria.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.

BCP 236

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings
and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed
and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Children’s Blessing
Presider

May God bless those who teach and those who learn,
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The children and teachers join their breakout room for Sunday school.
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Amen.

II. Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God
Torah
Reader

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out
their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from
all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed
them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.
I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you
scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them:
he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be
prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 95:1-7a

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Venite, exultemus

Come, let us sing to the / LORD; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of / our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanks/giving *
and raise a loud / shout to him with psalms.
For the LORD is a / great God, *
and a great / King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the / earth, *
and the heights of the hills / are his also.
The sea is his, for he / made it, *
and his hands have mold/ed the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and / bend the knee, *
and kneel before the / LORD our Maker.
For he is our / God, (*)
and we are the people of his pasture
and the / sheep of his hand.
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Epistle
Reader

Ephesians 1:15-23
A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for
us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Proclaiming Hymn

Hyfrydol

5

Hymnal 460

Holy Gospel
Presider
People

Matthew 25:31-46
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats
at the left.
“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it
to me.’
“Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Presider

The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

III. Responding to the Proclaimed Word
Homily

Andrew Kruger

Nicene Creed
Presider

EOW 53

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father, *
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Common Worship, alt.

The Presider says

Jesus our exalted Lord has been given all authority. Let us seek his intercession,
that our prayers may be perfected by his prayer.
The Intercessor prays

Jesus Christ, great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us:
pray for your Church, your broken body in the world.
We long for your gracious reign:

Kyrie Eleison.

Jesus Christ, King of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high:
pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule.
We long for your gracious reign:

Christe Eleison.

Jesus Christ, Son of man, drawing humanity into the life of God:
pray for your brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow.
We long for your gracious reign:

Kyrie Eleison.

Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bringing us to your glory through your death and resurrection:
pray for all who are dying, that they may trust in your promises.
We long for your gracious reign:

Christe Eleison.

Jesus Christ, Lord of all things, ascended far above from the heavens and filling the universe:
pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service.
We long for your gracious reign:

Kyrie Eleison.
7

Presider

Jesus Christ, first-fruits of the new creation, keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace, until you bring the whole created order to worship at your feet;
for you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Peace

BCP 360

The People may unmute themselves to share the peace.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

Andrew Kruger

IV. Thanksgiving and Spiritual Communion
Offertory Sentence

BCP 376

The Presider says

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts.

Psalm 96:8

Please mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016

Offertory Anthem

“King of Glory, King of Peace” by Eric H. Thiman
Text by George Herbert

King of glory, King of peace, I will love Thee
And, that love may never cease, I will move Thee.
Thou has granted my request, Thou hast heard me;
Thou didst note my working breast, Thou hast spared me.
Wherefore with my utmost art, I will sing Thee,
And the cream of all my heart I will bring Thee.
Though my sins against me cried, thou didst clear me,
And alone, when they replied, Thou didst hear me.
Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will praise Thee;
In my heart, though not in heaven, I can raise Thee.
Small it is, in this poor sort to enroll Thee;
Even eternity’s too short to extol Thee. Amen.

Thanksgiving
Presider
People
Presider
People

Nathan Nettleton

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for your love is forever, faithful from age to age.
You are our maker, to who we belong, for you created the earth and you shepherd all who live in it.
When your people were scattered and oppressed, you promised through your prophets to gather them
home and feed them on the rich pasture of their own land.
In your child, Jesus, the promises have been fulfilled: a shepherd king who seeks the lost and binds up
the wounded. When he was killed, you raised him from the dead and seated him at your side in the
heavenly places. Now your immeasurable power is at work in us who believe to clothe us in compassion
and righteousness so that we might be fit for the kingdom which you prepared for us from the foundation
of the world.
Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Invitation to Spiritual Communion
Now, in this time of our forced separation we remember how Jesus shared a last meal with his friends.
We recall our union with him, with our Trinity family and with Christians throughout the world.
In memory of that meal with Christ and in celebration of that union in Christ, let us spiritually receive
this sacrament of grace in remembrance that Christ died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Presider
People

The gifts of God:
For the people of God.

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed.

Spiritual Communion

Latin prayer, 14th Cent.

Presider

Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart.

People

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, refresh me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Let me never be separated from you.
From the malicious enemy defend me.
In the hour of my death call me and bid me come to you
That with your saints I may praise you for ever and ever. Amen.
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Communion Meditation

The Kingdom of God

Taizé Community

Lord’s Prayer
Presider

BCP 364

As now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

V. Going out as God’s People
Commissioning
Presider

Nathan Nettleton

Go now, and embrace the hope to which God has called us. Recognize Christ in friend and
stranger, and as Christ has been gracious to you, so be gracious to those in need. Amen.

Blessing
Presider

And now may Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Coronation

Dismissal
Presider
People

Hymnal 450

BCP 366
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Trinity Church 150th Anniversary : 1872 – 2022
Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions: quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit,
that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Christ the King Sunday
The Feast of Christ the King “celebrates Christ's messianic kingship and sovereign rule over all creation. At the conclusion of
the Christian year, the church gives thanks and praise for the sovereignty of Christ, who is Lord of all creation and is coming again
in glory to reign. Also known as the Reign of Christ or the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, it is contained in
the Revised Common Lectionary.
When Pope Pius XI instituted a special feast honoring Christ “the King” in 1925, he was grieving for a world that had been ravaged
by the First World War and which had begun to bow down before the “lords” of exploitative consumerism, nationalism,
secularism, and new forms of injustice. He reflected that the kingdom to which Christians belong is “spiritual and concerned
with spiritual things. It demands of its subjects a spirit of detachment from riches and earthly things, and a spirit of gentleness.
They must hunger and thirst after justice and more than this, they must deny themselves and carry the cross” (Quas primas). [Brother.
Silas Henderson S.D.S., November 13, 2020]

He ended his encyclical with this: “If to Christ our Lord is given all power in heaven and on earth; if all men, purchased by his
precious blood, are by a new right subjected to his dominion; if this power embraces all men, it must be clear that not one of our
faculties is exempt from his empire. He must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect submission and firm belief to
revealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws and precepts of God. He
must reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires and love God above all things, and cleave to him alone. He must
reign in our bodies and in our members, which should serve as instruments for the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the
words of the Apostle Paul, as instruments of justice unto God.”

What you need to know today …
Vestry Meeting Online This morning at 11:30 AM on the Trinity online platform.
Internet is now available in the Church and the bulletins are posted on our website. Consider bringing a tablet or iPad to the service
and accessing an online color version of the liturgy.
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Each week both are available for personal attribution, to remember loved ones, to honor others,
to celebrate lives. Email the parish office with any questions as to the process.
Intercessory Prayer List is prayed twice a day at Morning & Evening Prayer. Add and update your prayer requests here.
The Parish Office is physically closed; please contact Marion Nechuta, office manager, via parish email or her cell (908-451-4498).
Pledge Giving The parish leadership thanks you for your continued faithfulness during this time.
(with “To Financial Secretary” on the front); to adjust it, call Sarah Gregory (908-347-6498).

Please continue to mail your pledge

“Remembrances and Recollections” The 150th Anniversary link on the Trinity website contains contributions from parishioners. There
is a new entry from Dawn Bunting whose parents Fern and Alex Bunting made significant contributions to Trinity in many ways. Dawn
speaks movingly about her experiences at the Vermont retreats which were run by the late Rt. Rev. Vincent Pettit and Arlene Fricke.
Please share yours; contact any member of the Archival Committee: Vicki Goralski, Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington.
Emergency Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center Bring supplies to Junior Warden Sydney O’Hagan (774-218-3461)
and leave them on her front porch at 205 High Street, Cranford every Wednesday. Click here for a list of appropriate items.
Seaman’s Church Institute The Outreach Committee needs knitters to make hats and scarves to donate. Affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, it serves mariners through education, pastoral care, and legal advocacy and is the largest mariners’ agency in North America; its
chaplains visit more than 2,000 vessels annually. Contact Marion Nechuta (marionnechuta@yahoo.com) for the knitting patterns.
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What you need to know this week …
The Daily Office, Morning Prayer

Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.

The Daily Office, Evening Prayer Monday through Friday at 5 PM via Trinity’s online platform.
Cranford Community Thanksgiving Service Tomorrow, Monday, November 23 at 7 PM at St. Michael’s RC Church. Maximum
attendance is 150 people. Contact St Michael’s (908-276-0360 or parishcenter@stmichaelscranford.org); leave a message with name,
and phone number for contact tracing purposes. Please consider bringing nonperishable food pantry items as a donation to Cranford
Family Care. A collection is always taken at this service which goes towards the High School Senior Scholarship for Service. The service
will be live streamed on St. Michael’s Facebook page (facebook.com/stmichaelcranford)
Alcoholics Anonymous Since 1956, Trinity Church has provided a safe space for people suffering from the disease of alcoholism The
8 PM Tuesday meeting is accessible on their own online platform at 8 PM. ‘Doors open’ at 7:30 PM on Tuesday. Click here to attend.
Handbell Choir Rehearsals Wednesday from 6:30 to 7:15 PM in the church with the goal of ringing for the Christmas season.
Modifications for social distancing, including implementation of the guidelines provided by the Handbell Industry Council, can mitigate
the risks of rehearsing together. Please email our Director of Music Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com).
Thanksgiving Day, November 26 The gathering of family is a fundamental aspect of the DNA of this holiday; this year there are hard
decisions to make in the face of a surging infection rate in Cranford and across the US. In light of this reality, Trinity, Cranford and The
Church of the Holy Spirit, Lebanon will offer a special combined service of Morning Prayer on Thanksgiving Day. The liturgy will include
a strong focus on giving thanks to God. In addition, the service will include prayers of protection and safety for those who choose to
travel, and expressions of grief and absolution for those who choose to stay home and physically apart from loved ones. The service
will be on Trinity’s online portal at 8:30 AM on Thanksgiving Day, November 26; we hope you will participate in this meaningful service.
Thanksgiving Day at the Diocese At this time when the Thanksgiving holiday may be “less” than we want – less family gathered, less
public worship, less of a celebration – Trinity Cathedral will offer a special Thanksgiving morning service. Join Bishop “Chip” Stokes,
Dean René John, and the Cathedral online at 10 AM Thanksgiving morning on the Diocese YouTube Channel.
NO Women’s Bible Study on Thanksgiving Day, usually every Thursday morning from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.
There is Compline on Thanksgiving Day, as well as most Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.
Advent Retreat Day “Praying Through the Hymnal” Saturday, November 28 from 9 AM to 1 PM. The Rev. Amy S. Cornell leads a
virtual retreat for women of the diocese. Learn how to use scriptural disciplines to study the lessons of this time of waiting and preparing.
To register (and receive the link and password), email revacornell@gmail.com.

What you need to know for the future …
Sandwich Sunday in December Outreach is collecting socks, knit hats and scarves; the next Sandwich Sunday is December 20. Please
drop off donations to the home of Marion Nechuta at 310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle Park by December 19 so that they can be included
with the bags of food that will be brought to our sister parish, St. John’s Episcopal in Elizabeth.
Advent Book Study Thursdays at 7 PM beginning on December 3 for three consecutive weeks. This Advent the parish is invited to read
together Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s classic devotional book: God Is in the Manger. Bonhoeffer, writing from prison, articulates that Christ
expresses strength best through weakness, that faith is more important than the beguiling trappings of religion, and that God is often
heard most clearly by those in poverty and distress. For Bonhoeffer, waiting – one of the central themes of the Advent experience –
was a fact of life during the war: waiting to be released from prison; waiting to be able to spend more than an hour a month in the
company of his young fiancée, Maria von Wedemeyer; waiting for the end of the war. Bonhoeffer’s response to the circumstances of
the 1940’s has much to teach us in our current context. The book may be purchased on Amazon, Barnes and Noble or ordered from
local bookstores. Join Fr Andy during Advent online to reflect on, discuss, and pray through the devotional material.
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Virtual Bingo Sunday, December 6 after the 10 AM service. 3 Bingo games hosted by the 150th Events Committee. Winners will
choose from a selection of $10 online gift cards to Amazon, Dunkin, Starbucks and more. RSVP to 150theventstrinity@gmail.com by
Friday, December 4 with the number of family members (limit 4 cards per family).
Project AWE (Advent Wreath for Everyone) In the midst of a surging pandemic and political uncertainty, creating a Saint Lucia Advent
wreath in our homes is a visible and intentional way to appropriate the hope and light of Christ. Our Sunday services will begin with
the lighting of the appropriate candle on the Advent wreath, and Father Andy will be asking families to lead the prayers for this gathering
aspect of our Advent services. His hope is to provide each household in the parish with an Advent wreath set. In this way each household
can do something concrete by lighting their Advent wreath even while participating in online worship. Authentic worship is always active,
live and alive which is extremely difficult to achieve online, because online platforms encourage us to become passive spectators rather
than active worshippers. Please join all of your parish family for Project AWE.
BLESS Annual Appeal The pandemic is challenging all of us. The ministry and programs of The Episcopal Church are likewise affected.
We encourage you to continue to support your local parish and diocese first. If you are able to make a gift to The Episcopal Church,
please consider giving online, or by telephone, or by mail. Thank you for your support and understanding. Together, with faith in God
and each other, we will weather our common challenge. Click here to learn more and to donate.

The Greening Committee
“Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’” (Gen. 1:26)

These words from the creation story bestow on us a tremendous privilege, and impose on us a significant obligation. The
Greening Committee of Trinity Church will prayerfully reflect on how to honor that privilege and fulfill that obligation.
Through the study of scripture and acts of stewardship, we will attempt to become more attuned to and connected with the natural
world and our role in it, both as individuals and as a community. If you are interested in learning more about the Greening
Committee, please contact Father Andy or Casey Woodruff (cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com or 908-868-4915). The committee is
open to adults, teens, and older children.

Compline to Close the Sundays of Advent
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning ‘completion’ (completorium). It is descended from the
night prayers said before bed at the end of the monastic round of daily prayer, and is above all a service of quietness and reflection
before rest at the end of the day. The shape of this simple office includes a gathering rite, scripture reading, prayers, and a
conclusion. One of the hallmarks of Compline is the unhurried recitation of the psalms with a pause at the asterisk.
I’m sure many of you are well acquainted with Compline because it is offered every Thursday evening at 8 PM online. During
the season of Advent, Trinity will offer a hybrid (online and in-person) service of Compline on Sunday evenings at 8 PM. Those
who sign up and attend the service in-person will be welcomed into a candlelit church and receive their own votive. Those who
join the service online are encouraged to prepare and light their own candles at home.
The service will begin with the Angelus devotion which is prayed during the ringing of the church bells. The focus of the devotion
is on the Incarnation of Christ and the Annunciation by the Angel to Mary, the Mother of our Lord. The origin of this devotion
is obscure, but likely goes back to the practice of the evening tolling of the bell for compline in tenth century English monasteries. I
hope you will join me in the church, or online, for this liturgy of quiet comfort.
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Lectionary
Today is the final Sunday of the Church year, on which we celebrate the Kingship of Christ. Since last Advent, we have been
reading the Gospel according to Matthew most Sundays. In this final reading from the Gospel of Matthew, we have Jesus’
description of the final judgment. Those who will be welcomed into his Kingdom are those who show their love to Christ by
caring for the outcast and helpless.
The prophet Ezekiel, centuries before Christ, foresaw the coming of the Shepherd-King, sent by God to his people. This kingship
would be one of caring love and of peace to the entire human race. In the second reading, an extended passage describes Christ
as the final fulfillment of God’s plan for the universe. We who are the beneficiaries of that plan for our lives are gathered up into
Christ who is our head and who gives his own being to all that exists.
Our gatherings for worship are meant to be points of departure for us to move into the world in active works of ministry to the
hungry, the helpless, the imprisoned, the lonely, the sick, and the dying. The reign of Christ must begin with members of his
body the Church making him known in the world, especially to the least of his sisters and brothers.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY.

Liturgy
†

Cover Art – Steve Penley was born into a family of musicians in 1964 in Chattanooga, Tennessee. The Penley family
moved to Athens and then to Macon where Steve graduated from First Presbyterian Day School. Steve continued his
studies of art at The School of Visual Arts in New York and at The University of Georgia. Penley quickly gained
recognition for his bold brush strokes, vivid colors and historical icon paintings. Steve’s notoriety quickly increased and
now he is one of America’s most celebrated artists with works exhibited worldwide. He has received a number of awards
and honors for his talents and has donated countless paintings to charities and organizations in his community and state,
as well as across the nation. He especially considers it an honor to be involved with numerous organizations that benefit
our service men and women as well as our veterans.

†

Prelude – BWV 971 In composing a solo concerto in Italian style, Bach set himself the twofold task of simulating the
contrasting ensemble forces of the full orchestra and soloist, and supplying the form and exuberant spirit of the Italian
models. He supplied many indications for softs and louds, thus providing a clear picture of his intentions. “Who is there
who will not admit at once that this is to be regarded as a perfect model of a well-designed solo concerto? It would take as
great a master of music as Mr. Bach to provide us with such a piece, which deserves emulation by all our great composers
and which will be imitated all in vain by foreigners.” –[Johann Scheibe, 1739]

†

Gathering Hymn – Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894), who was Catholic, published the original text in 1851 based on
Revelations 19:12. The full song features twelve verses with two very different theological perspectives. “During the 1870s,
objections were made to Bridge’s words, perhaps because of the complex references to the Blessed Virgin Mary.” –[J.R.
Watson] Concerned that Protestant congregations were singing Catholic theology, Godfrey Thring (1823-1903), an Anglican
priest, composed a new version and published it in 1874. Now, the different verses are mixed and matched. Music: Sir
George Job Elvey (1816-1893); derived from the Greek word for “crowns” it was composed specifically for this text and
“makes a magnificent setting for the text, march-like and joyful without ever becoming mechanical or strident.” –[J.R.
Watson] “This is another of those hymns that can be sung at different paces, but which don’t lend themselves to changes in
volume. Rather, it builds with pomp, the second half of each verse making you want to stand to sing” –[Albert Bailey]

†

Collect of the Day – Proper 29 This is a somewhat free translation by Capt. Howard E. Galley (1929-1993) of the collect
of the Feast of Christ the King in the Roman Missal. Christ is portrayed as the king who frees those who are bound and
unites under His gracious rule all who are divided. –[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett]

†

Proclaiming Hymn – Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) wrote this as a communion hymn for Ascension Sunday
and specifically to fill a need for Eucharistic hymns in the Anglican hymnal. Originally called “Redemption through the
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Precious Blood” and inspired by Revelation 5:9. Music: Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887); meaning “pleasant” or
“tuneful” the beloved Welsh tune was composed by the textile worker and amateur musician when he was 16 years old.
†

Nicene Creed – This version is designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized.” It is almost
identical to the version in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the text of the Creed to
the original wording agreed upon at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition of that
phrase was a later development implemented only in the Western Church and without the approval of a General Council.

†

Offertory Anthem – Words: George Herbert (1593-1632). He served faithfully as a parish priest, diligently visiting

his parishioners and bringing them the sacraments when they were ill, and food and clothing when they were
in want. His spontaneous generosity and good will won him the affection of his parishioners. –
[justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/110.html] Herbert's poems have been characterized by a deep religious devotion, linguistic
precision, metrical agility, and ingenious use of conceit, and he is ranked with Donne as one of the great
Metaphysical poets. Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote “Nothing can be more pure, manly, or unaffected.” –
[poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/628#sthash.3bn2dNXU.dpuf] Music: Eric H. Thiman (1900-1975). Eric Harding Thiman (1900-1975)
was an English composer, conductor and organist. By 1939 he was considered one of the leading non-conformist
organists in England.
†

Preface & Commissioning – Nathan Nettleton ©2002 LaughingBird.net

†

Spiritual Communion – For many years the prayer (Anima Christi, in Latin), was popularly believed to have been
composed by Saint Ignatius of Loyola; it was at the beginning of his Spiritual Exercises and he often refers to it. However,
the prayer dates to the early 14th cent. and was possibly written by Pope John XXII, but its authorship remains uncertain.

†

Communion Meditation – Words: Psalm 24, Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 2001,2011, Les
Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. In 1955, Berthier was asked to compose music for the nascent community of 20
brothers at Taizé Community. In 1975, he returned and for the next 20 years built up a body of church music that is widely
used in North American church music in both Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions. Until his death he served for 33
years as organist at St. Ignace Church, Paris; he requested that none of his own music be used in his funeral.

†

Sending Hymn – Words: Edward Perronet (1726-1792); all accounts show him to be a sharp-tongued, difficult

personality, who would rather pick a fight over theology than display brotherly love. He worked with the
Wesleys until they split over the question of administering the Sacraments and his violent attacks on the
established church. He once remarked, “I was born and I am like to die in the tottering communion of the
Church of England; but I despise her nonsense.” –[Greg Scheer, 1997] Music: Oliver Holden (1765-1844) wrote the tune
specifically for the text. Reared in a small rural community with a minimal formal education, he worked as a
carpenter and was involved in community service in Charlestown, holding posts in the Anti-Slavery Society
and serving in the Massachusetts House of Representatives.
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The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, Rector of the Parish
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227
Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Pastor’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his rest on Mondays
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Sunday Worship Schedule for the Upcoming Months
Sunday November 22 – The Reign of Christ
8 AM Indoor Rite I Holy Eucharist in the Church.
9:45 AM Sunday school venue TBD.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday November 29 – The First Sunday of Advent
8 AM Indoor Rite I Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word w/ Spiritual Communion (Sunday School breakout rooms)
Sunday November 29 – The First Sunday of Advent
8 AM Indoor Rite I Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Breakout rooms for Sunday school)
Sunday December 6 – The Second Sunday of Advent
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Breakout rooms for Sunday school)
Sunday December 13 – The Third Sunday of Advent
8 AM Indoor Rite I Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Breakout rooms for Sunday school)
Sunday December 20 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Children’s Service)
Thursday December 240–- Christmas Eve
4:30 PM Outdoor Lessons and Carols
10:30 PM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Midnight Mass)
Friday December 25 – Christmas Day
9 AM Indoor Rite I Holy Eucharist in the Church. (Please note there is no Morning Prayer this day.)
Sunday December 27 – First Sunday after Christmas Day
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Children’s Pageant and Spiritual Communion.
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Sunday January 3 – Epiphany of our Lord (Moved)
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 10 – Baptism of our Lord
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 17 – Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Children’s Service)
Sunday January 24 – Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 31 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.

“Celebrating 148 Years of God’s Faithfulness”
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The Bishop’s Address, 2020
Delivered to the 236th Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey
November 14, 2020
Paul’s words to the Church in Ephesus as reported by the author of Acts:
And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance
among all who are sanctified.
Acts 20:23
I am deeply grateful to God for the honor of working with you, the remarkable, faithful members of the body of Christ in
the Diocese of New Jersey. Thank you all so very much for all you do and all that you are.
On November 2, 2013, I became the 12th Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey as well as bishop #1079 in the American
Succession of Bishops. Each bishop of the Episcopal Church is numbered from the first American Bishop, Samuel Seabury,
whose consecration we commemorate today. In the wake of the American Revolution, he could not swear the required
allegiance to the English crown and, though he petitioned them, the Church of England would not authorize his being
consecrated bishop. So-called Non-Juror Bishops in Scotland, who were part of the historic episcopate and who knew
Seabury from his student days in Scotland didn’t require the oath and consecrated him on November 14, 1784 in Aberdeen.
Returning to the newly birthed United States, Seabury worked tirelessly to grow the equally newborn Episcopal Church,
not only in Connecticut, but throughout New England and Long Island. We should note that, early in his ministry as a
priest for the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, Seabury served as Rector of Christ Church, New Brunswick.
A comparison of the first two bishops of The Episcopal Church offers a provocative contrast. Samuel Seabury, one-time
Chaplain to the King’s Regiment in New York, had been a fierce loyalist supporting the crown and opposing the
Revolution. He had been a slaveholder and had written papers supporting the institution of slavery.1
William White, the second bishop of The Episcopal Church, Rector of Christ Church, Philadelphia, never owned slaves,
paid the freedmen and women who served in his household, was Chaplain to the Continental Congress and supported the
Revolution. Two very different men, yet they managed to work together and coexist during a highly charged time of the
nation’s history, the period of the American Revolution, which some have reasonably argued was America’s first Civil
War.2
Our national story. has often been marked by conflict and sometimes fierce division. Somehow though, the nation always
found a way through it. This gives me hope for us in our current polarized times. I’m not alone.
Political scientist Robert Putnam, well-known for his landmark 2000 book Bowling Alone, has recently published a new book
along with Shaylyn Romney Garrett, The Upswing: How America Came Together a Century Ago and How We Can Do It
Again. In this book, they take a look backward, at the so-called “Gilded Age,” the period in American history between the
1870s and the 1890s.
They describe the “gilded age,” writing:
“A philosophy of supreme self-reliance is common, and the pursuit of unfettered self-interest is considered a laudable ethic to live by.
The idea that one must do what is best for oneself at every turn - and that only those willing to live by this code deserve to prevail in the
economy - has been translated into a subtle but powerful cultural narrative about the unimpeachable fairness of the market and
the undeservingness of the poor ...”
They continue:
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“A drift toward self-centeredness in private life is matched in the public square. In politics, an over focus on the promotion of one’s own
interest at the expense of others has created an environment of relentless zero-sum competition and a repeated failure of compromise.
Public debates are characterized not by deliberation on differing ideas, but by demonization of those on the opposing side.”
You might be thinking to yourselves, “Hey, that sounds like today!” And that’s precisely the point Putnam and Garrett
are making. But they don’t leave it there. They offer evidence that The Gilded Age was followed by “more than six
decades of imperfect, but steady upward progress toward greater economic equality, more cooperation in the public square,
a stronger social fabric, and a growing culture of solidarity.”3

“By the time we arrived at the middle of the twentieth century,” they write, “the gilded age was a distant memory.
America had been transformed into a more egalitarian, cooperative, cohesive, and altruistic nation.” According to Putnam
and Garrett, over the first six decades of the twentieth century “American had become demonstrably a
more ”we” society.”4
This didn’t last. By “scores of hard measures along multiple dimensions,” they illustrate that from the mid 1960s to today,
Americans have been experiencing “declining economic equality, the deterioration of compromise in the public square,
a fraying of social fabric, and a descent into cultural narcissism ...” “Over the past five centuries,” they write, “America has
become demonstrably - indeed measurably - a more ‘I’ society.”5
Last month, The Episcopal Church released the parochial report data for 2019 with The Episcopal News Service declaring
“2019 parochial reports show continued decline and a ‘dire’ future for The Episcopal Church.” None of us should be
surprised at the numerical decline, not only of The Episcopal Church, but of Christianity as a whole in this country. Pew
Research has been reporting this for decades. The church is a “we” institution in and ever increasingly “I” world!
There are, however, signs of hope. Indeed, we, the Church, we the Diocese of New Jersey, are a sign of hope; a light to the
nation,6 light, Christ’s light7; light that shines in darkness; light that refuses to be overcome.8
With the rest of the nation, we have been a people in grief. Through this grief, however, the clergy and laity of the
Diocese of New Jersey have been steady, faithful, committed, persevering throughout the COVID19 pandemic. Yes, we
have been a light, a sign of hope.
Sadly, there have been COVID19 deaths in our congregations and among our people. We grieve the loss of those who have
died; we give thanks for those who have survived. I give thanks to the clergy of the diocese who have worked tirelessly to
offer pastoral care in the most trying circumstances and have, oftentimes been unable to do that which they feel deeply,
instinctively called to do, be with the sick and the dying to care for them, praying, laying on hands, blessing.
Our diocesan community includes many nurses, physicians, health care workers, EMTs, law enforcement personnel,
grocery store workers, bank employees, stock-clerks, pharmacy workers, farm-workers, and more - all “essential”
personnel, people who have risked their lives so that the rest of us can carry on without crippling disruption. Many have
done this with little reward. We all owe them a huge debt of gratitude and our deepest appreciation.
COVID19 has been with us since early March. It isn’t going away anytime soon; in fact, it is on the rise again. There are
after-effects of this that will remain even after we get a handle on the disease.
But as Canadian Bishop Melissa Skelton observed during a Zoom meeting of U.S. Bishops and staff canons a few months
ago: “though our context has changed, our mission remains the same.” Our mission is to restore all people to unity with God
and one another in Christ (BCP, p. 855). Our purpose as the Diocese of New Jersey remains the same: to form people as disciples
of Jesus Christ so that they can carry out Christ’s mission of reconciliation in the world. We do this through the ministries of our
congregations - our “Schools of Discipleship”9 in which people are formed to live out their baptismal promises in every
aspect of their lives.
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Buildings closed, but the Church did not!10 Our congregations acted quickly and were creative in offering on-line worship,
reaching out with tele care and Zoom coffee hours, meeting human needs. Let’s have a moment of silent gratitude for
dedicated clergy, church musicians and other lay leaders who have gone beyond the call of duty.
Steve Welch, our Canon for Communications has been the backbone of our diocesan on-line worship and meetings,
assisting many of our congregations as they figured out and developed worship offerings and other on-line experiences.
Even with the limited return to church buildings, it is clear that on-line worship is now a permanent part of how we must
engage in mission and ministry going forward. We are being challenged to become more proficient at this so that the
gospel of Jesus Christ can be spread more widely and creatively.
Even from the start, congregations that had offered vital ministries before COVID19 struck - St. Mark’s, Keansburg, St.
Paul’s, Camden, Trinity, Asbury Park, Trinity Cathedral, Trenton, to name just a few, continued to feed the hungry and
poor as the pandemic raged on. Let’s share another moment of gratitude for the staff and volunteers who kept these
ministries going through it all. They saved lives.
A spectacular group of people serve on our Reentering, Reopening and Reimagining Our Church Buildings Task Force.
They have no only created safe and effective guidelines for us all to follow as we reentered and reopened our buildings for
worship, mission and ministry, but also reviewed more than 170 plans from our 137 congregations. Chaired by the
Reverend Canon Valerie Balling and Dr. Phil Lewis, with a strong assist from Discerning Our Common Call Team Chair
Emily Mellott, their work and advice has been spectacular. My deep thanks go out to all of them.
I want to acknowledge and thank, Canon Phyllis Jones who has been indomitable throughout this crisis. She was
instrumental in assisting more than 70 congregations in applying for and obtaining $2.4 million in government assistance
for COVID19 relief, primarily through the Paycheck Protection Program. As a result, churches were able to keep clergy
and lay employees working.
Moreover, Phyllis has worked closely with the outstanding staff of CCS Fundraising: Charlie Michaud, Erik Kiernan,
Evelyn Chen and Jamie Papageorgiou and with Bob Fitzpatrick and David Snyder of our Project Resource Team to
provide meaningful stewardship advice and aid to many churches in the diocese. Knock on wood and say a prayer, overall
finances across the diocese have held up remarkably well. Thank you, Diocesan Trustees who made our vital, timely
partnership with CCS possible.
The challenges of the COVID19 context have been varied and wide. The Reverend Greg Wilson of Trinity,
Swedesboro took the lead on a number of mental and emotional health fronts. Affinity groups formed. Fr. Ron Pollock
of St. John’s, Somerville has been instrumental in the formation of a group for first responders. Fr. Wilson worked with
others from the Diocese of New Jersey and the Diocese of Newark and formed the “Warm-Line” - a resource for clergycare. Thank you to all who have been involved.
COVID19 has drawn us into new consideration of how to do Christian education and formation. St. Peter’s,
Freehold’s Assistant for Formation and Communication Anne Delgado, with her sons James and Matthew have been
generous in creating wonderful YouTube Sunday school videos from the time the COVID19 pandemic began, posting
them on our diocesan YouTube channel so that families can use them at home for Sunday school lessons. My thanks to
them.
The Reverend Genevieve Bishop has been intrepid in restructuring our School for Deacons into a School for Ministry
designed even before COVID19 to depend heavily on on-line technology and resources to form persons as vocational
deacons, or bi-vocational/late vocational priesthood or for vibrant lay ministry. Hopefully, this will encourage those who
feel called to God’s service but not to traditional avenues of formation to pursue their calls.
The Constable Grant Task Force, Chaired by Archdeacon Pete Cornell has been working on two projects: The first, a
video series for families to use as the basis for at home learning, devotions and caring conversations. This is in production.
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The second is a series titled Foundations for Faith. The Rev. Dr. Kara Slade was instrumental in securing world-class guest
presenters in different disciplines of the faith. We hope groups will use the videos as teaching instruments and
conversation starters about important topics for adult Christian formation. You can find them all on the Diocese of New
Jersey YouTube channel. In addition to this, through our Committee on Lifelong Christian Formation, we are in the
process of assembling a resource for use by households in the diocese to encourage simple faith practices. The Reverend
Phil Carr-Jones got us started with this, for which I’m grateful.
The COVID19 pandemic pulled back the curtain on the pernicious disease of racism, our “original sin,” that has plagued
this country from its founding. In the midst of the COVID19 pandemic with its deadly racial disparities, and in response
to the outcry resulting from the George Floyd killing and its aftermath including the clear imperative for a true societal
reckoning with the evil of racism, our dedicated Anti-Racism Team developed an outstanding 20 hour, multi-media, online training. They have offered it three times. Each time it has been fully subscribed with 187 people participating since
the spring. From personal experience, I can tell you they did a first-rate job. I urge everyone in the diocese to take this
training and remind you that diocesan leaders, lay and ordained are mandated to do so by resolution of the General
Convention.
During this convention, you will be asked to consider a resolution submitted by Canon Barbara O. Bach, member of the AntiRacism Commission, and Canon Annette Buchanan, Chair of the Commission on Black Ministry calling upon the 236th Convention
of the Diocese of New Jersey to reaffirm the will of The Episcopal Church General Convention to take action toward
racial justice, healing, and reconciliation by establishing a diocesan Task Force “to initiate and oversee a multi-year process
to examine our sins, complicity, and financial benefits through the history of slavery and its legacy continuing to
contemporary practices, and to recommend appropriate actions for the Diocese.” I urge all clergy and delegates to support
this resolution.
Because it has been submitted after the deadline for consideration by the Resolutions Committee we will. need a 2/3s vote
for it to be considered. This work is long overdue in the Diocese of New Jersey where Black and Brown members have
played a vital role in our history, growth and witness to Christ, especially through our historic Black Congregations. These
churches have persevered despite the historic obstacles this nation and church has placed before them right up to the
present COVID19 pandemic with its racial inequities. I’m grateful for the diligent work of Deacon Clive Sang, our Canon
Missioner for Black Ministries, The Reverend Canon Dr. Brian Jemmott, Canon to the Ordinary who continues to work
with many of our Historic Black Churches and to the Commission on Black Ministries for all they do.
Our Hispanic/Latino community has been severely challenged by COVID19. Many in this community have been laid-off
from work. Some, because of their immigration status in the United States did not qualify for government assistance.
Others worked in high exposure, low-paying jobs and caught Covid19 early on, some with fatal consequence. Throughout
it all, our Hispanic Missioner, Canon Ramon Ubiera, our Hispanic Commission and Latino congregations have been
responsive and caring.
Ministry by, with and through our Hispanic/Latino congregations - both those that are stand-alone and those that are
partnered with other congregations have been a truly good new story of evangelism and growth in the Diocese of New
Jersey. Our life as a diocese is enriched by all these ministries and the gifted clergy and laity that lead them. We should all
give praise and thanks to God for this good work.
During the course of the meeting we will recognize the work of others, the transition work of Canon Brian Jemmott and
his transition consultants who have helped stay the course throughout the pandemic; Canon Rob Droste and his on-going
work with the Way of St. Paul and our cadre of coaches and, of course, the work of our incredibly hard working diocesan
staff who have been herculean in meeting the challenges posed by the COVID19 crisis. I won’t be able to acknowledge all
who have been generous with their time and talents and made invaluable contributions to our common life across the
diocese. Please forgive me in advance.
I do, however, want to address one more item that God has placed in my heart for our mission and ministry as a diocese:
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the creation of Episcopal Community Services of the Diocese of New Jersey.
As we look toward 2021, it is clear that the impact of COVID19 on the poor and marginalized, which has already been
calamitous will only become more catastrophic. I am distressed that we, as a diocese, do not have a significant funding
stream to meet human need. We have created Episcopal Community Services to address this void.
Across the diocese, we have 32 Jubilee Ministry sites, putting us among the highest number of sites in a diocese across The
Episcopal Church. Most of them are in congregations with annual budgets under $170,000. Despite this, these
congregations do incredible work. Jubilee Officer Canon Clara Gregory, works tirelessly across the diocese connecting
with all these sites. Her leadership is a blessing. I feel strongly that, as a diocesan community, we all must play a greater
role in supporting these ministries and developing new ones. These ministries are a responsibility we all share.
E.C.S. of New Jersey will strengthen our ability to meet human needs in the cities, towns and villages our congregations
serve by providing financial support to those critical ministries offered by our under-resourced congregations. It will be the
vanguard of our advocacy efforts, allowing us to work in a coordinated way for meaningful, systemic change, challenging
the unjust structures of society. We are already making a good start on the advocacy side of this effort in our work with
Frank McMillan and collaboration of New Jersey Together. The Reverend Sara Lilja continues to have an important role
with us in the area of social justice advocacy.
We are looking for persons to be founding donors and get this off the ground. We have targeted raising at least $500,000 by
Christmas. We are also looking for congregations to serve as founding members and hope we can raise $300,000 from
congregational giving. Again, my thanks to Canon Phyllis Jones and to the staff of CCS who have been working
diligently on this project. Please support the birth of this new life-giving ministry and contact Canon Jones to learn more
about how you can do so. I am convinced it can become and integral ministry of this diocese.
Each and every day, our 137 congregations produce remarkable, grace-filled stories. We the Church, we the Diocese of
New Jersey, are a sign of hope, a light to the nation in the midst of all the challenges of our age. The message of God’s
grace has, indeed, been given to us. It is a message of Christ and his love. It is our inheritance, placing us, yes even us,
among the sanctified who have gone before. And so, we continue Right Onward!
All praise, thanks and glory be to God.
The Rt. Rev. William H. Stokes
12th Bishop of New Jersey
______________
1 ”Is Samuel Seabury a Man Worth Honoring?” - “Trinity and Slavery” Spring 2019 - The Primus Project, Trinity College,
Hartford, Connecticut found at https://dsp.domains.trincoll.edu/TrinityAndSlavery/samuel-seabury/
2 See Taylor, Alan American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804 (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2016)
3 Putnam - Garrett, p. 10
4 Putnam - Garrett, p. 11
5 Putnam - Garrett, p. 12
6 See Isaiah 42:6
7 See John 8:12
8 See John 1:4-5
9 The concept of congregations as “Schools of Discipleship” is derived from St. Benedict and his “Rule” in which his
expressed intention in founding the monastic community was “to establish a school for God’s service.” See Chittister,
Joan The Rule of Benedict: Insight for the Ages (New York: Crossroad, 1999) 29.
10 In late March 2020, as the COVID19 pandemic raged, church buildings in the Diocese of New Jersey and throughout
much of the northeast as well as in the West Coast were directed to be closed. Beginning in the late Spring of 2020,
protocols were developed that allowed for a limited reopening of church facilities.
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