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Pre-Service Welcome and Orientation                               Andy Kruger 

Prelude                                     Prelude in B-flat minor, BWV 891 – Johann Sebastian Bach 

The Blessing of the Light                                                           Celebrating Common Prayer 

The Paschal Candle is kindled.  Then the Officiant says 

Let us give thanks to our God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and made us partakers  

in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

Officiant The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you: 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: 

People  Who is worthy of all thanksgiving and praise. 

Blessèd are you, Sovereign God of all, to you be glory and praise for ever!  In the darkness of this passing  

age, your saints proclaim the glory of your Kingdom, revealed among us in Christ, our light.  Open our eyes  

to behold your presence and join our song with those of the saints in praise of all your marvelous deeds, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  Blessèd be God for ever! 

Hail Gladdening Light              Phos Hilaron 

Words: 3rd Century Greek hymn                                                                Music: Richard Proulx 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everlasting Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

We sing, we sing, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everlasting Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Litany of Grief                                                                                   Andrew Kruger 

The Officiant says 

Sisters and brothers, in the intimate warmth of the light of Christ,  

let us relinquish the exhausting pretense of competence, control and contentment,  

risking instead the vulnerable honesty of baring our souls before God. 

Silence  

O God our Father, you created the world and called it good: but in the midst of this pandemic the earth feels 

hostile and bent on our destruction. 

Silence 
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O God the Son, you knew the human need for connection: we are bereft of touch and the opportunity to 

embody our love for one another as we once did. 

Silence 

O God the Holy Spirit, you fan into flame the fire of love: and yet our hearts remain cold, raw and aching the 

loss of familiar rhythms. 

Silence 

O Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you remain in perfect communion while we suffer the anguish of 

separation; unable to gather for celebration or mourning. 

Silence 

We cannot forget the sheer magnitude of the crisis and the overwhelming number of the dead. 

Silence 

O God of mercy, you teach us through your holy Word that you do not willingly afflict or grieve your children: 

Look with mercy upon our sorrows.  Remember us, O Lord, in compassion, nourish our souls with patience, 

comfort us with a sense of your goodness, lift up your countenance upon us, and give us peace; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Psalm 130                De profundis     Book of Common Prayer 784 

1.  Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; * 

 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2.  If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 

 O LORD, who could stand? 

3.  For there is forgiveness with you; * 

 therefore you shall be feared. 

4.  I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 

 in his word is my hope. 

5.  My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, * 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

6.  O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 

 for with the LORD there is mercy; 

7.  With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Canticle:  Psalm 67                                                                                     “God Be Merciful” 

Deus misereatur                                                                                  –arr. Paul Halley 

God be merciful unto us and bless us, 

and show us the light of his countenance, and be merciful unto us; 

That thy way may be known upon earth, 

thy saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 

yea let all the people praise thee. 

O let the nations rejoice and be glad; 

for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, 

and govern the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 

yea let all the people praise thee. 

Then shall the earth bring forth her increase; 

and God, even our own God shall give us his blessing. 

God shall bless us; 

and all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 

 

First Lesson              1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Reader  A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Church in Thessalonika. 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 

grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 

Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.   

For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 

Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.  For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first.   

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the 

air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches: 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 17                    Hymnal S 260 

Nunc dimittis                                                                                                         Ronald Arnatt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Lesson                                                                                    John 5:24-27 

Reader  A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 

Jesus said to the people, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.  Very truly, I tell you, the 

hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will 

live.  For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he 

has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.” 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches: 

People   Thanks be to God. 

Homily                     Andy Kruger 



6 

 

Remembering all the Faithful Departed                                Enriching Our Worship 5 

Memories of our loved ones will come to us, unbidden, sometimes unexpected, in all the various moments  

of our lives.  Let us remember before God, on this holy night of remembrance, the faithful departed.  

The names of those to be remembered are read aloud, please light your candle when the name of your loved one is spoken. 

In the rising of the sun and its going down,  

we remember them.  

At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of Winter,  

we remember them.  

At the opening of buds and in the rebirth of Spring,  

we remember them.  

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of Summer,  

we remember them.  

At the rustling of leaves and the beauty of Fall,  

we remember them.  

At the beginning of the year and when it ends,  

we remember them.  

When we are weary and in need of strength,  

we remember them.  

When we are lost and sick at heart,  

we remember them.  

When we have joys we yearn to share,  

we remember them.  

When we have decisions that are difficult to make,  

we remember them.  

The Officiant concludes 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servants.  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, 

sheep of your own fold, lambs of your own flock, sinners of your own redeeming.  Receive them into the arms 

of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

Amen. 

Instrumental Meditation            “Moment Musicaux” No. 3, Op. 16 - Sergei Rachmaninoff 
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The Lord’s Prayer                                    BCP 364 

Officiant The Lord be with you: 

People   And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day                                                                  Lesser Feasts and Fasts 

O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all believers: Grant to the faithful departed the unsearchable benefits of 

the passion of your Son; that on the day of his appearing they may be manifested as your children; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Racial Reconciliation     Prayers for Racial Reconciliation and Justice, SCLM 

God of grace, we pray especially for our brothers and sisters of color who have been killed: for the faithful in 

every generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs 

who died because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints.  Make us faithful to your call to proclaim 

your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

Amen. 

Evening Collect                                                                                         BCP 124 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 

those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity 

the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake.  Amen.  

 

 

 



8 

 

Concluding Hymn     Salzburg                           Hymnal 174 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  

Officiant In peace, we will lie down and sleep: 

People   For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Officiant Abide with us, Lord Jesus: 

People   For the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

Officiant As the night-watch looks for the morning: 

People   So do we look for you, O Christ. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia: 

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


